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Global Trends in Trade Remedies 

Many WTO Members have used Trade Remedies as a vital trade policy tool over the years.  Trade 

remedy actions, mostly antidumping duties and countervailing duties comprise a substantial 

portion of total trade measures on goods worldwide.  

A review of the period between mid-October 2023 and mid-October 2024 reveals a notable 

increase in trade remedy initiations.  WTO members trade remedy initiations were 69% higher, 

with average of 28.2 per month for the current period. This represents a significant uptick from the 

preceding period, which recorded a monthly average of 16.7 initiations, pointing to increased 

reliance on Trade Remedies among WTO members.  

The growth in the reliance on Trade Remedies underscores the increasingly proactive stance 

adopted by numerous domestic industries within these WTO member countries. Seeking to defend 

their interests, these industries are actively leveraging Trade Remedies to counter imports that 

cause material injury. This emphasizes the enduring importance of these measures as an important 

trade policy tool for confronting unfair trade practices. As the global trade landscape continues to 

evolve, it is imperative that domestic industries in Jamaica use the tools when necessary to defend 

their viability in an increasingly interconnected world.  

Domestic Industries: Importance of Adopting Proactive Strategies Against Unfair Trade 

The initiation of investigations is primarily driven by applications from domestic producers of the 

like product.   

The Filing Process and Its Benefits 

To initiate and complete investigations, domestic producers of goods in Jamaica must file 

applications with the Anti-dumping and Subsidies Commission (ADSC or the Commission). 

These investigations are necessary for implementing measures that provide relief to domestic 

industries. The Commission has completed seven investigations, with affirmative determinations 

made in over 70% of these cases. As a result, additional duties were imposed on imported goods, 

providing much-needed relief to domestic industries. 

Reducing Unfair Advantages: Lessons from Abroad 

Research on trade remedy activities in other countries have revealed that their domestic industries 

are proactive in filing applications for trade remedies. Proactive domestic industries defend their 

interests and promote a level playing field. Consequently, these industries benefit from measures 

that significantly reduce or eliminate the unfair advantages of foreign producers and enable the 

domestic producers to compete more effectively in their respective markets. In some markets, 

manufacturers are particularly diligent in defending their domestic market space, often sometimes 

submitting multiple applications over a period to include additional trade remedies or target more 

countries. These proactive domestic industries demonstrate a strategic and often successful 

approach to mitigating the impact of unfair trade practices. 

 



Promoting Fair Trade Practices Through Vigilance 

The vigilance of domestic producers in other countries against unfair trade practices frequently 

results in trade diversion to nearshore markets. Research has shown that trade diversion often leads 

to a surge in import volumes, placing considerable pressure on domestic producers. ADSC reviews 

show that this often leads to trade diversion to Jamaica. This, in turn, can result in a loss of market 

share, reduced profits, and other indicators of injury.  

In light of these developments, it is imperative that domestic producers in Jamaica emulate the 

proactive approach adopted by their foreign counterparts, prioritizing vigilance against unfair trade 

practices to defend their interests. To this end, the Commission's services are readily available to 

support domestic producers in defending themselves against such practices.  The Staff provides 

guidance and expertise to assist industries in Jamaica to navigate the complexities of international 

trade and help to ensure a level playing field. 

Consequences of Not Filing for Trade Remedies 

The increase in trade remedy actions in other countries poses significant challenges for domestic 

producers in Jamaica, as trade is diverted from importing countries with higher tariff barriers to 

countries with lower barriers. For a domestic producer in Jamaica, it is crucial to grasp the 

potential consequences of not filing for trade remedies.  

The Risks of Inaction 

The risks of inaction are substantial, and the diversion of trade from importing countries with 

higher barriers to countries with lower barriers can have far-reaching consequences for domestic 

producers who do not file for trade remedies. Some of the potential risks include: 

Potential Loss of Market Share and Competitiveness 

Dumped or subsidized imports often flood the domestic market, undercutting the prices of 

domestic producers and making it challenging for them to compete.  As a result, domestic 

producers often lose market share and struggle to maintain their competitiveness in the market. 

This can lead to a decline in sales, revenue, and profitability, ultimately affecting the viability of 

the business. In some cases, domestic producers may be forced to close their businesses, leading to 

job losses and economic disruption. 

Increased Costs and Uncertainty Due to Market Disruptions 

Disruptions in the domestic market due to the surge in imports can lead to increased costs for 

domestic producers, including higher inventory management costs, logistics costs, and costs 

associated with finding alternative suppliers. The ensuing uncertainty surrounding these 

disruptions can make it challenging for domestic producers to plan for the future, invest in their 

businesses, and make informed decisions about production and pricing. Moreover, the 

unpredictability of the market can also lead to reduced investor confidence, decreased access to 

credit, and a decline in overall economic competitiveness, ultimately affecting the long-term 

viability of domestic producers. 

Reduced Economic Growth and Job Creation 

When domestic industries struggle to compete with unfair imports, it can have far-reaching 

consequences for the economy, leading to reduced economic growth and job creation. Domestic 

producers may be forced to reduce their workforce, invest less in their businesses, and decrease 



their production levels, resulting in a decline in overall economic activity. This can have a ripple 

effect throughout the economy, impacting not only the domestic industry but also upstream and 

downstream industries, ultimately affecting the overall growth and development of the country. 

Furthermore, the decline of domestic industries can also lead to a loss of skills, expertise, and 

innovation, making it even more challenging for the economy to recover and grow in the long 

term. 

Recommended Actions for Domestic Producers 

Defending Your Business Against Unfair Trade 

To mitigate the risks associated with unfair trade practices, it is essential to take proactive 

measures to protect your interests. Filing for trade remedies, such as antidumping or 

countervailing duties, can provide a level playing field and help you compete fairly with imported 

goods. By taking advantage of these remedies, you can defend your business against unfair trade 

practices and ensure a more stable and predictable market environment. The Anti-dumping and 

Subsidies Commission is committed to supporting you throughout the process, providing guidance 

and expertise to help you navigate the complexities of trade remedies and protect your interests. 

Assistance for Domestic Producers in Jamaica 

To learn more about the trade remedy process and how to file a complaint, please do not hesitate 

to contact us. We are committed to helping domestic producers in Jamaica navigate the 

complexities of international trade and compete fairly in the global marketplace. 
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